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Ref: EPR SA

INITIAL POLLUTION REPORT 

Western M inerals Denver Site

Denver, Colorado 

I. HEADING

Date: May 2, 2003

From: Dave Romero, Duc Nguyen, On-Scene Coordinator

Agency: EPA

Unit: Region VIII - Emergency Response Program

999 18th Street, Suite 300

Denver, Colorado  80202

David (303-312 -6572), Duc (303-312 -6509) 

To: Kevin M ould, EP A Headq uarters

POL REP N o.: #2

Site: Western M inerals Denver Site

II. BACKGROUND

Site Num ber: 08DA

Party Condu cting the Action: EPA 

Respon se Authority: CERCLA

CERCLIS No: CO0010165136

NPL Status: No

Action Memorandum Status: NA

III. SITE INFORMATION

A. Incident C ategory

Removal Evaluation

B. Site Description

1. Site description

This is one of m any facilities that received verm iculite from a mine in L ibby,

Montana.  The mine in Libby produced about 80% of the world’s supply of

vermiculite at one time and shipped vermiculite ore to various locations

throu ghou t the Un ited Sta tes.  Th e Libb y verm iculite is co -ming led w ith am phibo le

asbestos of the tremolite-actinolite-richterite-winchite solution series and, as a

result, there is asbestos contamination at many of the facilities which received

vermiculite ore from the Libby mine.    Invoices obtained from W.R. Grace, who

purcha sed the L ibby min e in 1963, sh ow th at over 10 0,000 ton s of verm iculite were

shipped to the Western Minerals facility between 1967 and 1988.
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The Western Minerals facility received vermiculite ore in rail cars and “exfoliated”

it, whic h me ans it w as exp ande d in a fu rnace .  The e xfoliate d verm iculite w as sold

as an insu lation prod uct, also kn own  as “Zon olite.”  The  property a nd bu ildings are

currently ow ned by Arc her, Dan iels, Midlan d (ADM ) formerly M innesota  Corn

Produ cts (M CP) a d istributo r of corn  syrup.  

2.  Physical location

The Site is located at 111 S. Navajo Street in Denver, Colorado.

3.  Removal Site Evaluation and Site Characteristics

The Site was initially evaluated by OSC Joyce Ackerman, but has been re-assigned

to OS Cs Du c Ngu yen an d Dav e Rom ero du e to w orkloa d con siderat ions. 

The former Western Minerals property is approximately 2 acres in size and has one

large processing building, a smaller office building, and a rail spur.   EPA

cond ucted  severa l samp ling ev ents at  the site, a nd de termin ed tha t expo sed so il

along the sou thern boun dary of the prope rty had visible verm iculite and waste

mate rial, know n as sto ner roc k to so me, co ntainin g up to  12 perc ent asb estos . 

Amphibole asbestos was also detected off-site, primarily along the rail spur and

main railroad line.  Concentrations of asbestos in soils decreased as the samples

got fart her aw ay from  the fac ility.  

Most o f the current facility is paved w ith asphalt or conc rete.  EPA and its

contractors cored through the pavement in 3 locations and found vermiculite and

amphibo le asbestos ben eath the pav ement in pe rcent levels.  No visible verm iculite

has been seen inside the processing building during EPA’s site visits, and former

MCP representatives report that the building was extremely clean when they took

ownership of it from W. R. Grace.  Air monitoring inside the building did not show

any de tection s of asb estos . 

The surrounding properties are a mixture of uses, including a softball park,

commercial and industrial buildings, and residential homes a few blocks away.   No

contamination was found in the softball park except for a few detections in the

narrow  grass s trip in be twee n the s idew alk and  street. So me se ctions  of the m ain

railroad line are partially fenced; otherwise there are no access restrictions to any

of the c ontam inated  areas. 

It is anticip ated th at a rem oval a ction w ill be con ducte d at this  site. 

3. Description of threat

Asbestos is of concern because chronic inhalation exposure to excessive levels of

asbestos fibers suspended in air can result in lung diseases such as asbestosis,

mesothelioma, and lung cancer.  Subacute exposures as short as a few days have

been shown to cause mesothelioma.   Asbestos is a hazardous substance as

define d by  40  CFR  Sectio n 302.4  of the N CP.  

4. State a nd Lo cal Ro le

EPA ha s kept S tate an d local a genc ies app rised o f the sa mplin g eve nts an d resu lts. 

Neither the State no r local agencies hav e the resources to  conduct the  needed site

inves tigation s or clea n-up s indep ende ntly. 
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C. Future Plans

The EPA is currently reviewing a work plan submitted by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe

Railroad (BNSF) for cleanup along the railroad areas.  For those areas not being addressed

by BNSF the EPA is currently waiting on action from the State of Colorado concerning

ARAR’s  and sit e acce ss, con cessio ns w ith PRP ’s, enfo rcem ent, an d cov enan t issues .  

D. Key Issues

None at this time.


